RIVERSIDE CENTER For The
PERFORMING ARTS
ANNOUNCES AUDITIONS FOR

The Peanut Man
A Visit by George Washington Carver
Story By: Frank Higgins
Producing Artistic Director: Patrick A’Hearn
Director: Steve Thompson
Performance Run: January 19th 2017- March 4th 2017
Rehearsals: To begin on or around November 19th 2017
AUDITIONS WILL BE HELD
Monday, November 14th 2016
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm
&
Tuesday, November 15th 2016
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm
CALLBACKS WILL BE SCHEDULE AS NEEDED
Riverside Center for the Performing Arts
95 Riverside Parkway
Fredericksburg, VA 22406
For auditions, please prepare 32 measures of an up-beat song to sing and come prepared to dance. Auditions
will be sung acappella. Dance auditions and reading for roles will also occur at callbacks.
Please bring a headshot, or recent photograph, and a resume.
If you have any questions, feel free in calling the Company Manager at 540-370-4300 x218
Please do not call the box office.
Rehearsals info:
Rehearsals are to begin on or around November 19th 2016

The Peanut Man Description
George Washington Carver was always interested in plants. When he was a child, he was known as the "plant
doctor." He had a secret garden where he grew all kinds of plants. People would ask him for advice when they
had sick plants. Sometimes he'd take their plants to his garden and nurse them back to health.
Later, when he was teaching at Tuskegee Institute, he put his plant skills to good use. Many people in the South
had been growing only cotton on their land. Cotton plants use most of the nutrients in the soil. (Nutrients
provide nourishment to plants.) So the soil becomes "worn out" after a few years. Eventually, cotton will no
longer grow on this land.
This was especially bad for poor African American farmers, who relied on selling cotton to support themselves.
Carver was dedicated to helping those farmers, so he came up with a plan. Carver knew that certain plants put
nutrients back into the soil. One of those plants is the peanut! Peanuts are also a source of protein.
Carver thought that if those farmers planted peanuts, the plants would help restore their soil, provide food for
their animals, and provide protein for their families--quite a plant! In 1896 peanuts were not even recognized as
a crop in the United States, but Carver would help change that.
Carver told farmers to rotate their crops: plant cotton one year, then the next year plant peanuts and other soilrestoring plants, like peas and sweet potatoes. It worked! The peanut plants grew and produced lots of peanuts.
The plants added enough nutrients to the soil so cotton grew the next year. Now the farmers had lots of
peanuts--too many for their families and animals--and no place to sell the extras. Again, Carver had a plan. Do
you know what he did? Carver invented all kinds of things made out of peanuts. He wrote down more than 300
uses for peanuts, including peanut milk, peanut paper, and peanut soap. Carver thought that if farmers started
making things out of peanuts, they'd have to buy fewer things and would be more self-sufficient. And if other
people started making things out of peanuts, they would want to buy the extra peanuts, so the farmers would
make more money. Although not many of Carver's peanut products were ever mass-produced, he did help
spread the word about peanuts. Peanuts became more and more popular. By 1920 there were enough peanut
farmers to form the United Peanut Association of America (UPAA). In 1921 the UPAA asked Carver to speak to
the U.S. Congress about the many uses for peanuts. Soon the whole country had heard of George Washington
Carver, the Peanut Man! And by 1940 peanuts had become one of the top six crops in the U.S

Characters
The ages listed in these descriptions are the ages of the characters; we will consider children and adult actors
younger than the ages listed.
All ages are the character’s ages. Actors may be older or younger as long as they appear close to the characters’
ages
*George Washington Carver: Adult male, famous inventor and scientist. Uses examples from his life and
interactive story telling to inspire the audience to value the importance of education.
*Henry: age 10 - 12, male. A failing student. More interested in playing and goofing off than in participating
in school.
*Librarian/multiple roles: Adult, female. Versatile performer who facilitates the various stories and scenes.
Will lead the audience participants in games and song.

